"Ebenezer"

1 Samuel 7:1-17

READ AS TEXT:
1 Sam. 7:9-14
INTRO:  How many times as a Child of God have you felt discour​aged, down-trodden, or disheartened?  Speaking for my​self, I can say, "Many times!"  But because I belong to Him, He has promised to be my help!  The SCRIPTURE says in Hebrews 4:15-16, "For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet with​out sin.  Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need."  I can boldly come to God's throne of grace and He has promised to help!  In Hebrews 13:5-6, the LORD promises us, "I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.  So that we may boldly say, the Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do un​to me.”
In 1 Samuel 7, we see the ark of the Lord being brought to the house of Abinadab by the men of Kiriath-jearim. Eleazer, the son of Abinadab, was sanctified and set a-part to keep and care for the ark.  If you will recall, the ark earlier had been stolen by the Philistines.  They had brought it to the house of their god, Dagon and set it by Dagon.  But when they arose the next morning, Dagon had fallen on his face before the ark of the LORD.  The head and both palms of the hands were cut off.  The hand of God plagued the men of Ashdod with emerods (tumors) both inside and outside their body.  God's hand also did much destruction to the people and their land.

The Philistines decided to send the ark away so to lift God's anger against them.  They built a new cart and put the ark upon it.  They lined each side of the cart with Jewels of gold, and placed graven images of the emerods, which had devastated their body, and the mice which had marred their land, and sent the ark to Beth-she-mesh. The people gladly received it, but made the mistake of looking into the ark, so God smote 50,070 men.  This caus​ed the men of the city to reply, “Who is able to stand be​fore the holy LORD God, and to whom shall he go up from us?"
The men of Beth-she-mesh sent messengers to the inhabitants of Kirjath-jearim saying, "The Philistines have brought us the ark, come and fetch it up to you."  Now the ark is in the hands of the inhabitants of that city.  There it will remain for 20 years.  During this time, all of Israel lam​ented after the LORD!  The ark represented to Israel God's presence and power!  That was the reason for their great sorrow!

V12 of our text says, "Then Samuel took a stone, and set it between Mizpeh and Shen, and called it EBENEZER, saying Hitherto hath the LORD helped us."  There is also help to us in sorrow, in need, and in distress!  That help is in the LORD!

BUT NOTICE BEFORE "EBENEZER" THERE MUST BE:

1)  Conviction (v2). 
2)  Confession (v6).
3)  Conversion (v3), 
4)  Separation (v3).
5)  Consecration (v3).
*These steps always lead up to "Ebenezer"!  Every mile-stone along our life's journey ought to lead us to an "Ebenezer", and will if we are walking in the LORD'S WAYS!

Proverbs 3:5-6

EBENEZER HAS MANY TONGUES, IT SPEAKS OF:

(1)  Redemption

1 Samuel 7:12—“Hitherto…”
*For Israel the meaning of this word stretches back all the way to Egypt.  It embraces the wonderful deliverance God had brought them!

*Our "Ebenezer" goes back to the Cross where Jesus died for our sins to bring us everlasting life!

Colossians 1:20a—“And having made peace through the blood of his cross...”
Ephesians 1:7; 1 Peter 1:18-19

*The Cross is our Statue of Liberty (John 8:36)!  it is our monument to God's love, grace, and mercy (Romans 5:8)!  And it is our "Ebenezer" to lift high to this world; because it was our help when we needed help, for we couldn't save ourselves (Psalm 40:2-3)!

Titus 3:5
*Someone has said, "The Cross is not a weight that bears you down, but it is a supernatural symbol that gives you strength and speeds your way" (1)
*Therefore we MUST lift it high and "glory in the Cross of our LORD Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto us, and us unto the world!"
(2)  Preservation
1 Samuel 7:12—“Hitherto hath...”
*There were many dangers, perils, and temptations along the way from Egypt to Canaan, but the LORD helped all the way!

*God has promised to do the same for us!

Psalm 23; 121:1-3

*The apostle Paul in prison in Rome in 2 Timothy 4:16-18, said, "At my first answer, no man stood with me, but all men for​sook me….Notwithstanding the LORD stood with me, and strengthened me.. The LORD shall deliver me...And will preserve me unto His heavenly kingdom..."

*We may not be able to count on man, but we can always count on the LORD!

Proverbs 2:8

ILLUS:  In the home of William Stillman Martin in 1905, Martin, a singer and Hymn-writer, had booked some meetings, but hesitated to leave because his wife had become very ill.
He was so concerned with her condition that He was on the verge of canceling the service to stay home with her.  But his young daughter replied, "Daddy, you go on to the meetings.  God will take care of us!"

He took that as God's words of assurance, and proceeded to go to his appointments.  Upon arriving, he called home and found his wife had fully recovered.  The LORD truly had taken care of her.  This incident inspired her to write:

"Be not dismayed whate'er betide,

 

God will take care of you!
 


Beneath His wings of love abide, 
God will take care of you!

God will take care of you,

Through every day, o'er all the way;

He will take care of you;

God will take care of you" (2)
(3)  Answered Prayer
1 Samuel 7:9, 10

*This stone was raised after Samuel had "cried unto the LORD and the LORD had thundered from heaven" (3)
*Our "Ebenezer” must also bear this inscription:  "I cried unto the LORD, and He heard me, and delivered me"
*God has promised to hear and answer prayer when we pray rightly!

John 15:7; Matthew 7:7, 8

*We MUST pray with a believing heart, true to God and His promises!

Jeremiah 33:3; Matthew 21:22

*Someone has said, "The greatest blessing of prayer is not in receiving the answer, but in being the kind of person God can trust with the answer" (4)
(4)  Victory
1 Samuel 7:9

It was a victory through the lamb!  It was only after Samuel offered a lamb as a sacrifice, that God heard and gave the victory!

*We only have the victory through the Lamb which was slain for us!
Revelation 12:11; 1 John 5:4

*We may always have the victory through the crucified Lamb and the blood of His Cross!

2 Corinthians 2:14; 1 Corinthians 15:57

*If my faith is in Him and He is directing my paths, then I can be assured of the victory!

*Someone has said, "Christians are a people with one priority: Lifting up Christ!" (5)
*It is only when we lift up our "Ebenezer" that conviction can be brought to the world by the LORD'S thundering voice!"

(5)  Divine Faithfulness
1 Samuel 7:12—“Hitherto hath the LORD helped us"
*If we took time to look back over our lives and recount God's goodness, love, grace, and kindness toward us, it would take a millennium!  But God always will take care of His people!

1 Peter 3:12-13

*None of His promises ever fail!  In Joshua 23:14, Joshua is speaking to the children of Israel, "Ye know that in all your hearts and all your souls, that not one thing hath failed of all the good things which the LORD your God spoke concerning you; all are come to pass unto you, and not one thing hath failed thereof"
*We can rest in His promises!

*Matthew Henry said, "What He has promised, he will perform, for it is the Word both of His truth and of His power.  An active faith can rejoice in what God has said, though it be not yet done; for with Him, saying and doing are not two things, whatever they are with us" (6)
(6)  Testimony
1 Samuel 7:12—“Hitherto hath the LORD helped us"
*This is a noble, God-honoring confession!  Believers should be as Peter and John in Acts 4:20 after being told not to teach or preach in Jesus' name, "For we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard"
Psalm 107:2

*We should daily confess His goodness before mankind (1 Peter 2:5, 9-10).
*All that we are is by the grace of God (1 Corinthians 15:10), and we should glorify Him for such!

Galatians 2:20; Revelations 5:12

*Hymn--"To God Be The Glory!"
(7)  Encouragement For The Future
1 Samuel 7:12—“Hitherto hath the LORD helped us"
*The LORD which hath "Hitherto helped us" will continue to do so!

Philippians 1:6

The God who died for us, when we were without strength, giving us strength, will continue to strengthen us!

Isaiah 40:29-31

*The God who delivered us from the hand of the Enemy will con​tinue to deliver!

Psalm 34:17

*Our encouragement for the future lies in our faith in the crucified Lamb!

CLOSING:  Lost friend, where do you go when adversity hits?  What is you strength, your refuge?  The BIBLE teaches us that if God is not our strength and refuge, we have no refuge at all!  If you are lost today, if you are burdened-down, distressed, and seemingly have no hope, there is a re​fuge for you today!  That refuge is Calvary!  Where the Christ, the Lamb was raised up on an old cruel cross and shed His life's blood for you!  Will you flee to this re​fuge today?
Child of God, Christ is our life, our strength, our Hope, and our all!  But are you glorying in that Cross, that refuge to which you have fled?  When Satan tempts us we can point him to the Cross, when we need strength we can look back to the Cross, when we need assurance we can look back to the Cross, and when we need encouragement we can look back to the Cross!

That Cross is our help and our hope!  Thank God for His Son and the Cross on which He died!
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