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Sermon Outline

1.  The Rival of Resentment!

a) The Bitterness Directed at David

1) His Insignificance


2) His Integrity
b) The Boldness Displayed by David

2.  The Devil of Discouragement!
a) His Fight for God

b) His Faith in God

c) His Future with God

3.  The Evil of Entanglement!

a) The Burden of Untested Force

b) The Blessing of Unmatched Favor

In his book, "The Study of War," professor Quincy Thomas examines a period of time from 1481 to 1981, and documented that during this time, nations were engaged in the following number of wars.

Great Britain:  78

France:  71

Spain:  64

Russia:  61

Austria:  52

Germany:  23

United States:  13

China:  11

Japan:  9

He also showed that in a total of 3530 years of recorded civilization, only 286 years have been spent without war somewhere on the globe.  Yet, during that same period of time, 8000 peace treaties have been signed.  He refers to peace-time as "the brief, glorious moment, in history, when everybody stands around reloading."
I think of a newly married bride who, three weeks after her wedding, called her minister. "Reverend," she wailed, "John and I had a DREADFUL fight!"

"Calm down, my child," said the minister, "it's not half as bad as you think it is. Every marriage has to have its first fight!"  "I know, I know!" said Joanna, "but what am I going to do with the BODY?"
Spiritually speaking, if you are a Christian, you are in a war!  You might say, “Wait a second, preacher, when I gave my heart to Jesus I expected a life of peace.”  Well, friend, while you now belong to the Prince of Peace, you are still in the fight of your life.  You are in a war against the world, the flesh and the devil.
Billy Graham tells a story of a boxer who was engaged in a boxing match and was being badly beaten.  Battered and bruised, he leaned over the ropes and said to his trainer, "Please throw in the towel!  This guy is killing me!" 

The trainer said, "Oh no, he's not.  He's not even hitting you.  He hasn't laid a glove on you!"  And the boxer looked at him through swollen eyes and said, "Well then, I wish you'd watch that referee-somebody is sure hitting 

me!"

As believers, we are at war with the enemy who is seeking to destroy our family, discourage our faith, and demolish our future.  However, we cannot go into this war blind-folded.  We cannot take everything with us to battle, because there are certain things that will burden us, bewilder us and bind us.  Simply put, there are some things we cannot take to war.
Before we see what these things are, let’s reacquaint ourselves with the familiar scene of the story.  

As 1 Samuel 17 opens there is war on the Western front.  The atmosphere is filled with hostility and hate.  The Israelites are once again doing battle with their arch-enemy, the Philistines, as the 2 armies are gathered in a place called, in verse 2, the “valley of Elah.”  

Elah was about 15 miles west from the little village of Bethlehem, where David was born.  The city was in a valley, and was approximately 1 ½ wide.  On one side of the valley are the armies of Israel, and on the other side of the valley is the army of the Philistines.

1 Samuel 17 is one of the longest chapters in the Bible where 912 Hebrew words are used to give the account of this story.  The story is also filled with detailed descriptions of the location of the battle, as well as the equipment used to fight the battle between the Israelites and the Philistines.

The Philistine army is led by a man by the name of Goliath.  He is referred to, in verse 4, as a “champion.”  The Hebrew word for champion literally means, “A man between two,” or a middleman. 

Goliath is a giant who measured “six cubits and a span.”  In ancient Israel, a “cubit” was the distance from the elbow to the tip of the middle finger, an average of 17-18 inches.  A “span” was the distance between the fully extended thumb and little finger, an average of 8 inches.  Thus, here is a man who is every NBA coaches dream, standing 9 feet 9 inches tall.

We also learn that this man is not only a giant in statue, but in artillery.  He has a helmet of brass, a coat of mail made out of brass that is approximately 200 pounds in weight.  He has brass shin guards on his legs, and a spear the size of a “weaver’s beam” weighing in at 20 pounds of iron.  He also has a servant, in front of him, who is carrying a shield.

This giant, Goliath, stands on one side of the valley, and for more than a month, taunts, ridicules and challenges the army of Israel to send out a challenger to fight him.   In verses 8-10, the giant basically says, “There’s no need for 2 armies to fight.  Let’s do it this way.  Our side will have a man, and I’ll be that man; and, then you pick a man for your side.  It will be a no disqualification, no holds barred match where the winner takes all.”
The problem is that the nation of Israel suffers from Giant-phobia.  They are absolutely terrified of the giant.  It’s interesting that God had already told them, in 1 Samuel 16, not to look at the outward appearance because God looks at the heart.  But, all Israel can see, and is concerned with, is the monstrous and mammoth size of the giant that is before them.

To make a long story short, none of Israel’s army is willing to take Goliath up on his challenge.  However, there is young teenager named David, who comes from tending to his father’s sheep to bring food to his brothers in Israel’s army.  

While he is there, he begins to hear Goliath taunt and terrorize the Israelites.  We get the idea that David has had all he could stand, and finally volunteers to take the giant up on his challenge.

David is about ready to go toe-to-toe with Goliath, when in verse 38, Saul “armed David with his armor, and he put an helmet of brass upon his head; also he armed him with a coat of mail.”
However, in verse 39 we read that, David “assayed” or started out to go to battle when he said to Saul, “I cannot go with these; for I have not proved them.  And David put them off him.”
I believe that David teaches us that when you go to war, you cannot take :
1.  The RIVAL of RESENTMENT!  
Someone has said, “Resentment is like taking poison and waiting for the other person to die.”  

The first thing that David had to rid himself of, in order to fight the fight, was the rival of resentment.  It was something that he could not take to war.  Notice:

A) The BITTERNESS DIRECTED at David
The only Israelite to step forth and take the challenge of the giant was David.  But, as soon as David steps forward, he is faced with the bitterness and resentment of his eldest brother, Eliab.

We read in verse 28, “And Eliab his eldest brother heard when he spake unto the men; and Eliab’s anger was kindled against David, and he said, Why camest thou down hither? and with whom hast thou left those few sheep in the wilderness? I know thy pride, and the naughtiness of thine heart; for thou art come down that thou mightest see the battle.”
One would think that Eliab would have been one of David’s biggest fans.  One would think that the big brother, Eliab, would want to cheer on his little brother, David.  But, on the contrary, Eliab is filled with bitterness that he directs at David.

I’m sure that this caused the pain to be even greater in David’s heart, because his own brother ridicules him, rivals him, and resents him for his bravery.

For one thing, Eliab criticizes David’s insignificance.  He says, “With whom hast thou left those few sheep in the wilderness?”  By describing David’s flock as “few” he was attempting to belittle David to make him look insignificant to the ears of those who heard the criticism.
Dr. Louis Evans gives an insightful commentary to this matter.  He said, "For some reason it is easier for us to jump to negative conclusions about people than it is to assume the best.  When we do this, we ascribe to them bad intentions, and evil purposes that may not be true.  Inevitably, by judging them, we attempt to justify ourselves.  We seek to life our reputation by lowering their reputation, and promote ourselves by demoting them."
How guilty are we, as Christians, of this injustice?  For some reason we tend to think that we look good when we make others look bad.  We think that we elevate our own reputation when we depreciate another’s reputation.  We think that their insignificance will promote our significance.  But, nothing could be farther from the truth.

Eliab also criticizes David’s integrity.  He boastfully declares, “I know thy pride, and the naughtiness of thine heart; for thou art come down that thou mightest see the battle.”  The word “pride” involves insolence.  

Commenting on the word, Alexander MacClaren said, “The word is applied to those who…without reverence of God, or regard to the duty they owe him, proudly despise and persecute others.” [1]

In other words, Eliab was calling into question David’s integrity.  He says, “I know what you’re up to David.  I know your arrogant motive.  You only want to fight this fight because of the fame, fortune, name and notoriety you can get out of it.”

Eliab is basically saying, “David, you’re not in this to give glory to God; you’re only doing this to make a name and get glory to yourself.”

I have lived and been in the ministry long enough to know that you can set your heart to seek Christ, you can set your heart to serve Christ, and you can set your heart to share Christ; but, there will still be those who call into question your motive and integrity.

It’s amazing how people who are genuinely seeking to honor the Lord are accused of being a spiritual showboat.  Refuse to live like the world, and some will accuse you of being “holier-than-thou.”  
Publicly confess that Christ has saved your soul and given you eternal life, and some will accuse you of being a proud Pharisee.  The devil is the “accuser of the brethren,” and he also has many accusers, in the church, who give him much assistance.

Let me say this.  Just because you don’t want to get close to God, don’t run me down if I do want to get close to God.  Just because you think you have already done your part; don’t talk about me if I want to do my part.  Just because you like deadness, don’t criticize me because I hate deadness.  

In fact, you would be better to be thought a fool than to open your mouth and remove all doubt.  If you don’t want to serve God, then just leave others alone, and keep your mouth shut while we get on the frontlines to serve God.

In spite of the bitterness directed at David, we see:

B) The BOLDNESS DISPLAYED by David

H. A. Ironside once made a statement that I have never forgotten.  He said, “There are only 3 ways that people will not talk about you:  if you do nothing, if you have nothing, or if you say nothing.”
In other words, if you ever decide to serve God, live for God, or get close to God, you better buckle your seat belt because there will those Christians, hiding in the bushes, which will set out to condemn you, castigate you, and criticize you.

David is ready to go to battle.  He is ready to fight the fight no one else had the courage to fight.  But, immediately, he is faced with resentment by his brother.  What does he do?  What is his reaction?  How does he respond?

We read in verses 29-30, “And David said, What have I now done? Is there not a cause?﻿ [30] And he turned from him toward another, and spake after the same manner﻿: and the people answered him again after the former manner.”
Spurgeon said, “This conquest of his own passion was in some respects more honorable than his conquest of Goliath.”  [2] 

David did exactly what he should have done?  David said exactly what he should have said?  NOTHING!  He did not defame his brother.  He did not dispute his brother.  He did not debate his brother.  Rather, he defused his brother.
He puts his brother on the defensive with his own questions, “What have I now done?  Is there not a cause?”  In other words, David did not waste much time correcting his brother, rather he turns to the soldiers to continuing speaking about the matter at hand, fighting Goliath.

Ladies and gentlemen, I remind you again that even when you set out to do right, you will be criticized, condemned and castigated.  If serving, honoring and pleasing God is the priority, purpose and passion of your life, there will still be those who will groan, grumble and gripe about you.

But, we make a serious mistake spending any time trying to convince carping critics.  In fact, I have learned that it is IMPOSSIBLE TO REASON WITH SOMEONE WHO IS UNREASONABLE.  Don’t try to defame them.  Don’t try to dispute them.  Don’t try to debate them.  Rather, defuse them by continuing to do what God wants you to do.

Leave the critics alone and move on with your task.  Don’t allow them to cause you to lose your vision or your mission.  Let God deal with the critics.  If you are waiting until everyone loves what you are doing to serve God, then you will never serve God.

I love the advice of Proverbs 16: 7, “When a man’s ways please the Lord; he maketh even his enemies to be at peace with Him.”  That verse speaks volumes to my heart.  It tells me that if I please God, then it matters not who I displease.  But, if I fail to please God, then it matters not who I please.

If you will give God the credit, you can also give him the criticism.  If you give God the glory, you can also give Him the griping.  If you give God the praise, you can also give Him the pity.
The truth of the matter is that God lets us have some little battles to get us ready for the big battle, because private victories are the secret to public victories.

Do you know why some of you have lost the big battles?  It is because you lost the little battles?  Do you know why some of you have not enjoyed public victory?  It is because you have never experienced private victory.  

For example, if a person cannot win the little battle of reading the Bible, prayer, being faithful to church, tithing, and sharing their faith how do you think they will fare when they are faced with the big battle of sexual temptation?

David won a little battle long before he won the big battle.  David had to face the small war before he was ready to fight the big war.  He had to rule His own spirit before he could rule a nation.  He had to overcome the rival of resentment because he knew that it is something you cannot take to war.

The second thing you cannot take to war is:

2.  The DEVIL of DISCOURAGEMENT!

Satan has many weapons in his arsenal.  He has the gun of grief.  He has the pistol of pride.  He has the sling of sin.  But, one of his main weapons is the devil of discouragement.  And it is a weapon that he has used to bring about the demise, defeat and destruction of many believers.
It is like the fellow I read about that man that walked into Joe's Barber Shop for his regular haircut. Joe was known for putting others and things down. As Joe cuts his hair he asks, "What's up?" The man tells him that he going on a vacation to Rome. Joe said, "ROME? Why would you want to go there? It's a crowded, dirty city full of crazy people." 

Joe then asked how he was getting there and the man told him he was flying TWA. Joe said, "TWA? That's a terrible airline. Their planes are old, their flight attendants are ugly, and they are always late." Joe then asked where they were staying and the man told him that they were staying at the downtown International Marriott. Joe said, "THAT DUMP? That's the worst hotel in the city! The rooms are small, the service is terrible and they are way overpriced."  The man then told him that they were going to the Vatican to see the Pope. Joe said, "SURE? You and a million other people. He'll look the size of an ant." 

A month later the man came into Joe's Barber Shop for his regular haircut. Joe asked, "How was your trip? I bet TWA gave you the worst flight of your life?" The man answered, "No, it was quite the opposite. Not only were we on time in one of their new planes, it was full and they bumped us up to first class. Everyone was so nice and the service was excellent." 

Joe said, "Well, I bet the hotel was just liked I described?" The man answered, "No, quite the opposite. They had just finished a $25 million remodeling. It's the finest hotel in Rome now. They were overbooked, so they apologized and gave us the presidential suite at no extra charge." 

Joe mumbled, "Well, I KNOW you didn't get to see the Pope!" The man answered, "Actually, we were quite lucky. As we were touring the Vatican, a guard tapped me on the shoulder and explained that the Pope likes to personally meet some of the visitors and if I would be so kind to follow him. He led us into this private room and in a few minutes the Pope came in and shook our hand."  Joe then said, "WELL, DID he say anything to you?" The man answered, "Oh, not much really. He just asked me where I had got such an awful haircut."

The enemy sought to discourage David and:

A) His FIGHT for God
David is ready to suit up for battle and we read in verse 33, “Saul said to David, Thou art not able to go against this Philistine to fight with him: for thou art but a youth, and he a man of war from his youth.”

Not only did his family resent him, but his leader ridicules him.  Saul says, “David, give me a break.  You cannot go and fight this giant.  He is an expert in war, and you are nothing more than a young shepherd boy.”

Look at Goliath’s attempt to discourage David.  In verse 43 we read, “And the Philistine said unto David, Am I a dog, that thou comest to me with staves?”  Then, he says, in verse 44, “Come to me, and I will give thy flesh unto the fowls of the air, and to the beasts of the field.”  
I can just see Goliath getting a big kick out of David.  He looks down and sees this “ruddy” youth and can’t help but laugh to say, “You’re going to come at me with sticks?  Do you think that I am a dog?  I am to kill you, and then I am going to feed you to the birds.”
David was surrounded by the rival of resentment and the devil of discouragement.  It was around him and above him.  It was behind him and before him.  It was outward and onward, but it was not inward.  In spite of their attempts to distract him, discredit him and discourage him, David kept his eyes on the prize.

The enemy not only sought to discourage his fight for God, but:

B) His FAITH in God
Goliath begins to discuss theology in verse 43, but not in the way you would think.  We read that he began to “curse David by his gods.”
The word “gods” is translated from a Hebrew word which is in the singular.  In other words, Goliath was cursing David by the name of his own god.  It could have been Dagon, the fish god.  Many believe that Goliath’s god was Beelzebub, the dung, or manure god.  

Isn’t that interesting?  Goliath cursed David’s divine God in the name of his own dung god.  He is attempting to demean, diminish and discredit David’s faith in the One, True and Living God.

Is that not still Satan’s plan of attack?  He knows that he cannot get us to denounce our faith, so he moves to discourage our faith.  That is why 1 John 5: 4 says, “This is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.”  

Finally, the enemy tried to discourage:

C) His FUTURE with God
I want you to notice something that is quite interesting to me.  Every morning and every evening, for 40 solid days, Goliath stands on his side of the valley to taunt the nation of Israel.  In verse 9, he makes a specific request, “choose you a man for you, and let him come down to me.”
Did you see that?  “Choose a MAN for you?”  I’m sure that Eliab, Saul, Goliath, or even David himself knew nothing of what his future would be; however, God knew, and the enemy, Satan, knew as well.  That is why he prompts Goliath to discourage his future, in the statement, “Choose a MAN for you.”
In other words, Goliath was going to get more than he bargained for.  He asked for “a man,” and he was going to get God’s anointed man, God’s special man, and a “man after God’s own heart.”  

He asked for “a man,” and the “man” he would fight would be a “man” who was a son, a shepherd, a singer, a servant, a soldier, a sufferer, a seer, a scholar, a sovereign, a sire, a sinner, and a saint.
But, this “man” would also be a SAVIOR.  He would go on to deliver Israel from their foes more than any other king in Israel’s history; but, he would also foreshadow the Great Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who came through the “seed of David.” 
Friend, you may have no idea as to what God has in store for you in future days, but God knows, and I believe that, Satan knows to a certain degree.  That is why he will do everything in his power to discourage your fight for God and your faith in God in an attempt to overthrow your future with God.
Thus, in order to go to war David knew that he could take the rival of resentment, the devil of discouragement, and:

3.  The EVIL of ENTANGLEMENT!  

Get the picture.  It’s fight night in Elah.  It’s Showtime. It’s time for Michael Buffer to step to the microphone and say, “Ladies and gentlemen, let's get ready to rumble!”
David is about to fight the fight of his life.  David is about to step on to the battlefield of war, but he had to lay aside the rival of resentment, the devil of discouragement, and now, the evil of entanglement.  Notice:

A) The BURDEN of UNTESTED FORCE
In verse 38, “Saul armed David﻿ with his armour, and he put an helmet of brass upon his head; also he armed him with a coat of mail.”

However, David declines it in verse 39 by saying, “I cannot go with these; for I have not proved them. And David put them off him.﻿”
Saul attempts to equip David with physical armour; but, David recognized that you cannot fight a spiritual war with physical weapons.  I believe that Saul’s armour is a type of the flesh.  I believe that is symbolizes carnality.  It represents man’s attempt to fight the battle.

However, David knew that if you go to war, you cannot go the evil entanglement of untested force.  David knew that you cannot fight in the army of the Spirit with the arm of the flesh.  David knew that he could not be a conquering warrior by fighting with carnal weapons.

Yet, many believers, still today, are attempting to fight spiritual warfare with Saul’s armor.  They are attempting to fight a spiritual battle with carnal weapons, but it cannot be done.  

In fact, you will remember from a previous sermon, Paul’s mighty words in 2 Corinthians 10: 4, “The weapons of our warfare ARE NOT CARNAL, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strongholds.”
Whenever we seek to please God in our flesh, whenever we seek to honor God in our flesh, and whenever we seek to serve God in our flesh, we will suffer defeat every single time.  

I’m sure that I am talking to some defeated, discouragement, disillusioned Christians tonight who are ready to quit.  The reason you are ready to quit is because you are trying to do something naturally that can only be done supernaturally.

The reason you are ready to quit is because you are trying to fight a spiritual war with carnal weapons; and, ladies and gentlemen, IT WILL NOT WORK!

Notice the outcome.  From the burden of untested force we see:

B) The BLESSING of UNMATCHED FAVOR

David doesn’t take Saul’s armor, but rather he reaches for something that is more familiar to him.  We read in verse 40, “And he took his staff in his hand, and chose him five smooth stones out of the brook﻿﻿, and put them in a shepherd’s bag which he had, even in a scrip; and his sling was in his hand: and he drew near to the Philistine.”
I have heard many explanations for why David chose only “five smooth stones out of the brook.”  One reason is that 5, in the Bible, is the number of grace; and, I believe you would agree that grace is a good thing to have when you are fighting a battle.

However, the reason David chose those 5 stones was because he knew that God would need only ONE stone to kill Goliath, but he would need the other 4 stones, later, to fight the sons of Goliath.

In fact, in 2 Samuel 21 we read that David faced 4 other giants who were all sons of Goliath; and, the chapter concludes by saying, “These four were born to the giant in Gath, and fell by the hand of David, and by the hand of his servants.”
David looked to the past and saw how God had given him the victory over a bear and a lion; then, he could look to the future and say, “God did it before, and He will do it again.”  David draws the parallel between what God did in his past life to see what God will do in his present life, as well as his future life.

Yet, it was all due to the fact that David knew that there are things you cannot take to war.  If you are going to fight a spiritual battle, then you must prepare yourself with spiritual weapons, because Goliath WILL ALWAYS HAVE A SON!

You may have just conquered a Goliath in your life, but don’t relax, because he has a son that will be waiting on you at a later date.  That is why you need to take to war what David took to war. 

What is it?  I want to shout every time that I read the end of the story.  We hear David’s infamous battle cry in verses 45-47, “Thou comest to me with a sword, and with a spear, and with a shield: but I come to thee in the name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom thou hast defied.﻿ [46] ﻿This day will the LORD deliver﻿ thee into mine hand; and I will smite thee, and take thine head from thee; and I will give the carcases of the host of the Philistines this day unto the fowls of the air, and to the wild beasts of the earth; that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel. ﻿ [47] And all this assembly shall know that the LORD saveth not with sword and spear: for the battle is the LORD’S, and he will give you into our hands.”
David didn’t need arsenal of many, because he had an Army of One.  David didn’t need a sword, because he had a Savior.  David didn’t need notoriety, because he had a Name, the “name of the Lord.”

Yet, friend, that is the only thing you need to take to war.  You cannot take the rival or resentment.  You cannot take the devil of discouragement.  You cannot take the evil of entanglement.  All you need to take is the “name of the Lord!”
History is a revelation of some of greatest names who ever lived.  In poetry, there is the name Homer who reached from pole to pole with the wings of his poetic fancy.  In literature, there is the name of Longfellow, Tennyson and Shakespeare, of whom it was said that “from his pen dropped words like golden pollen from the stems of shaken lilies.”
In military ranks, there are the names of Caesar and Napoleon who said, “I would conquer the world, but there are no more worlds to conquer.”  In politics, there are the names of Washington, Lincoln, Jefferson, Roosevelt, Truman and Kennedy.  In finance, there are the names of Rockefeller, Ford and Gates.
In religion, there are the names of Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, Peter, Paul and Timothy.  In preaching, there are the names of Wesley, Whitfield, Edwards, Spurgeon, Moody, Parker and Talmadge.

But, ladies and gentlemen, there is ONE name that cannot be matched, measured or mastered.  There is ONE name that is unchallenged, unequaled and uncontested.  There is ONE name that is without rival to its power, position and preeminence.

It is not just a name, but it is THE name that is “above every name.”  It is the name of Jesus.  And it is the only thing you need to fight the fight, to win the war, and to banish the battle.
Through His name:

Continents have been conquered

Empires have been subdued

Principalities have been overthrown

Churches have been founded

Demons have been rebuked

Multitudes have been healed

Lives have been transformed

Homes have been salvaged

Slaves have been emancipated

Blinded eyes have been opened

Deaf ears have been unstopped

Dumb tongues have been loosed

Crooked limbs have been straightened

Hopeless men have been given hope

Drunks have been made sober

Harlots have been made pure

Drug addicts have been cured

Warped minds have been renewed

Blasphemers have been made blessors

Hungry hearts have been filled

Sinners have been saved.

In Jonah 2: 9, His name provides SALVATION.  In Romans 8, His name provides SECURITY.  In Psalm 17: 15, His name provides SATISFACTION.  In Isaiah 41:10, His name provides STRENGTH.  In Psalm 61:3, His name provides SHELTER.  In Psalm 127: 2, His name provides SLEEP.

In Psalm 77: 6, His name provides SONGS.  In Isaiah 59:19, His name provides a STANDARD.  In Daniel 6: 26, His name provides STEADFASTNESS.

His name is:

A:  ALMIGHTY Name

B:  BLESSED Name

C:  CONQUERING Name

D:  DELIVERING Name

E:  EVERLASTING Name

F:  FAMOUS Name

G:  GLORIOUS Name

H:  HEAVENLY Name

I:  INCOMPARABLE Name

J:  JOYFUL Name

K:  KINSMAN Name

L:  LOVELY Name

M:  MIGHTY Name

N:  NOBLE Name

O:  OVERCOMING Name

P:  POWERFUL Name

Q:  QUALITY Name

R:  ROYAL Name

S:  SAVING Name

T:  TIMELESS Name

U:  UNIQUE Name

V:  VICTORIOUS Name

W:  WONDERFUL Name

X:  XENOLITHIC Name

Y: YEOMANISTIC Name
Z:  ZIONISTIC Name

From A-Z and all points in between, His name is the only thing you need to take to war!  Hallelujah!
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