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UNI QUE TRAINING .. FOR A SPECI AL MAN

Thy servant slew both the Iion and the bear: and this uncircuntised
Philistine shall be as one of them (1 Sam 17:36)

During nmy stay in South Africa | preached in a town close to the

Kruger National Park. The church people arranged that | should
stay on a farmnear to the reserve. One day ny host spoke of a pride of
lions that had been raiding his cattle, and descri bed how he hoped to
shoot the invaders. My enthusiasmran away with my brain when |
vol unteered to enulate his exanple. That norning the lions were either
sl eeping or hunting el sewhere and | have al ways been thankful for their
absence. | was not a good nmarksman. Had | encountered that band of
marauders | night have received an early wel conme to heaven
Eventually | hope to speak with David about the tine when he fought
with alion. It will be an interesting conversation

The | ad from Bet hl ehnem was a shepherd who spent nost of his tine
anmong sheep and goats. The fields and hills around his home provided
excel l ent pasture, and while his aninmals grazed, the boy conposed and
sang his lyrics. One day a lion tried to steal one of the [anbs or kids
and wi thout hesitation David took his spear, staff, or whatever was
avai l abl e and ran toward the eneny. He took the victimfromthe jaws
of the thief and then killed the ferocious beast. Later he did the sane
to a bear, and he never forgot those encounters. Just before his battle
with Goliath he said to King Saul, "Thy servant kept his father's sheep,
and there came a lion, and a bear, and took a |anb out of the flock
And | went out after him and snote him and delivered it out of his
nout h: and when he arose against nme, | caught himby his beard, and
snote him and slew him Thy servant slew both the |ion and the bear:
and this uncircuncised Philistine shall be as one of them seeing he
bath defied the armes of the living God" (1 Sam 17:34A36). That
episode in David's Iife is worthy of consideration
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CGod's Careful Control ... Planning

Davi d was young when he slew the lion and knew nothing of his
forthcomi ng conflict with Goliath. The courage exhibited when he net
t he beasts was remarkable. How a boy could be so fearless remains a
mystery. Mst nmen would have hurriedly clinbed the nearest tree.
Perhaps this was the fulfillnent of a plan made in heaven. Did CGod
deliberately bring the lion and bear into David's life to prepare him
for future emergenci es? There is no record that the | ad boasted about
hi s achi evenents. Perhaps the incident remai ned unnenti oned; he m ght
have been reluctant to speak about the exploit.

The |ion has always been considered the king of the forest and it
was surprising when a boy slew one. The Lord coul d have prevented
the predator fromattacking David's flock; that He pernmitted the incident
to happen suggests it was prearranged i n heaven

Not nmuch was witten about the early life of Jesse's youngest son
but in all probability his encounter wi th Sanuel, the prophet, had been
nmonent ous. The anci ent aut hor wote,

And Sanuel said unto Jesse, Are here all thy children? And he

sai d, There renaineth yet the youngest, and, behold, he keepeth

the sheep. And Sanuel said unto Jesse, Send and fetch him for

we will not sit down till he cone hither. And he sent, and brought

himin. Now he was ruddy, and withal of a beautiful counte-

nance, and goodly to ook to. And the LORD said, Arise, anoint
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him for this is he. Then Sanuel took the horn of oil, and anoint-
ed himin the mdst of his brethren: and the Spirit of the LORD
cane upon David fromthat day forward. (1 Sam 16:11A13,
enphasi s m ne)

Doubt | ess, the | ad becane increasingly aware that sonething
remar kabl e had taken place; he was not alone! A new confidence
replaced timdity and expl ained the fearless attack upon the narauding
lion. The boy was swi ftly becom ng a man

He quickly learned that undesirable and dangerous problens of life
could be overcone; that even inpossible tasks becane easy when CGod
was present to help. This is a lesson all people need to |learn. As
nount ai ns were nade to be clinbed and oceans crossed, so the nost
form dable difficulties of life can be turned into bl essings. Paul said,
"And we know that all things [even Iions and bears] work together for
good to themthat |ove God, to themwho are the called according to
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hi s purpose” (Rom 8:28). David joined that sel ect conpany when the
Spirit of God came upon him

Davi d' s Courageous Conduct... Pl easing

When Davi d spoke of his encounter with a |ion and a bear he was
evidently referring to two separate incidents, for Iions and bears do not
hunt together. During the A d Testanment era the | and was covered by
dense forests, and the aninals nentioned were comon. Wen

civilization destroyed the woodl ands, |ions becane extinct in the |and.
Bears are still believed to roamin the higher elevations of the Mddle
East. David' s statenent, "I caught himby the beard," is interesting.

Dr. R Payne Smth said,

Nei ther the lion nor the bear has a beard. The word really neans
"the chin"Athe place where the beard grows. The Chal dee Ver-

sion translatesA'"the lower jaw' and the Septua- gint says "the
throat." It is plain fromthe description that David sl ew the beast
with his staff. The statement "he rose agai nst ne" shows that the
conmbat thus particularly described was with the bear, which arises
on its hind legs to grapple with its foe. The lion crouches and then
springs. Pliny also says that the weakest part of a bear is its head,
and it can be killed by a sharp blow there. The manner in which
David killed the lion is not described. (The Pul pit Conmentary,

vol. 4 [Grand Rapi ds: Eerdmans, 1950], 324.)

It was never revealed to what extent the young shepherd boy knew
God, but even when he becane the king of Israel the fight with the
wi | d beasts had not been forgotten. The experience gained earlier had
enriched the nmonarch's soul. He wote in Psalm91:11A14, "For he shal
give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways. They
shall bear thee up in their hands, |est thou dash thy foot agai nst a stone.
Thou shalt tread upon the Iion and adder: the young |lion and the dragon
shalt thou tranple under feet. Because he hath set his | ove upon ne,
therefore will | deliver him | will set himon high, because he hath
known my nane." When David rem nisced he believed God' s guardian
angel s had assisted in the conquest of both the lion and bear. He
conpared his enemes to the animls and serpents nentioned, and
expressed faith that if God were for him no one could be against him
Wiy did the Lord subject Hs servant to a double-test? The fl ocks
coul d have been attacked on many occasions, for predators were a
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constant nenace. David devel oped wat chful ness and | earned the truth
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behind a nodern proverb: "It never rains but when it pours!" He could
not afford to beconme conpl acent; indifference had to be avoided at al
tinmes. As a king he realized other enenies were waiting to attack his
soul. A battle won did not nmean the war had ended. God was training
H s servant to beconme the shepherd of an entire nation, when innunerable
human sheep woul d need his protection and gui dance.

CGoliath's Conpl ete Collapse ... Proving

Israel's fear of CGoliath was devastating. Goliath was a giant "whose
hei ght was six cubits and a span” (1 Sam 17:4). "The word cubit
signifies the length fromthe cubitus, the elbow, to the top of the middle
finger, a distance generally neasured at ei ghteen inches. The span
ordinarily nine inches is the distance fromthe top of the nmiddle finger
to the end of the thunmb when they are extended as far as they can reach
The height of this Philistine would then be nine feet nine inches, which
is a tremendous height for a man" (Adam C ark, The Bethany Parall el
Commentary on the Ad Testanent, 542).

It was said Goliath's suit of arnmor weighed five thousand shekel s
of brass. This woul d nmean copper: brass was unknown at that tine. It
is estimated that a shekel was equal to two-thirds of an ounce and
therefore the corslet, or literally the shirt of scales woul d weigh at |east
two hundred poundsAa huge | oad for any nman to carry. The description
of his other equipment was truly awe inspiring, and through the youthfu
eyes of the shepherd boy, Goliath probably appeared to be a nan-
nountain (see the author's book, David: His Life and Tines [G and
Rapi ds: Kregel, 199011, 42).

God had carefully trained H s young servant so that the towering
gi ant appeared no taller than the bear that had | ooked down upon the
yout hful attacker. The boy from Bet hl ehem coul d | ook over the
shoul ders of the giant to see the Al mghty. David would have much in
common with Paul who wote, "There hath no tenptation taken you
but such as is comon to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer
you to be tenpted above that ye are able; but will with the tenptation
al so nake a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it" (1 Cor. 10:13).
Apparently it was inpossible for a lad to slay the giant. David had no
arnor for his protection, no |ance or spear to throw, no previous
experience of this type of conbat Abut he was God's representative
and that was sufficient.

God' s peopl e have al ways been confronted by giants of one sort or
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anot her, and sonetinmes even the best of nmen becanme weary and
despondent. Elijah ran away from Jezebel to hide in a nountain cave
(see 1 Kings 19:9). Wen Paul was inprisoned in Jerusalemit was
necessary for the Lord to say, "Be of good cheer, Paul; for as thou hast
testified of ne in Jerusalem so nust thou bear witness also at Rone"
(Acts 23:11). There was a period in the Iife of Martin Luther when he
was overwhel med by depression. He was shocked when his w fe said,
"Isn't the news terribleACGod is dead!" Indignantly, the reforner
replied, "Wo told you such rubbish?" She answered, "You did! He
must be deadAt he way you are acting!”

Many years ago | stayed with a man in Monnouth, England, and
one eveni ng he spoke of a terrible experience through which he had

passed. He said, "I suffered a nervous breakdown. Things had been
getting progressively worse, and after eighteen nonths, | wanted to die.
During the early hours of one norning, | lay awake in nmy bed

wonderi ng how best to end ny tragedy. Suddenly | heard the |ocal baker
riding his bicycle to work. He was whistling the tune of a chorus | used
to sing in Sunday school

God is still on the throne,
And He will renmenber H's own.
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Though trials nay press us,
And burdens di stress us,
He never forsaketh H's own,
God is still on the throne
And He will renenber H's own.
H s promse is true,
He will not forget you
God is still on the throne.

"That whistling baker did not know he was bringi ng hope to a man
filled with despair. After he had gone | knelt by ny bed, and fromthat
nmonment began to regain nmy health.” His Goliath had been slain. The
same thing can happen to our giants if we steadfastly rely upon our
heavenly Fat her.
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