“WHEN ILL WINDS BEGIN TO BLOW!”

1 SAMUEL 12:16-25

INTRO:  The hymn writer wrote: “There are many storms that come along my

              pilgrim way, there are many things that would annoy; Save and keep 

              me from all harm, dear Lord, I humbly pray, keep me from the things

              that would destroy.”  Many of the storms we face in our Christian life

              are of our own disobedience, but also many are not.  God will not 

              allow the disobedience of His people to go unpunished.  He can and 

              does send storms in our lives when we need them!  When God does 

              send storms He has a divine purpose in mind.

              In this sermon delivered by the prophet Samuel, God had two 

              intended purposes: first of all, He wanted to convict Israel of their 

              disobedience, and secondly, He wanted to convince Israel that He was 

              displeased and that He meant business!  Israel needed convicted of 

              their sin in desiring a king.  They were being oppressed by their 

              enemies they thought because they had no king.  But v9 gives us the 

              real reason, “they forgot the LORD their God…”.  Their problem then 

              was not the lack of a king, but their forgetfulness of God.  A lack of 

              devotion and interest in the things of God will lead us to be forgetful.

              Daily, we must read God’s Word.  Daily, we must pray and seek the 

              Lord’s guidance.  And faithfully, we must attend God’s house where 

              the Word of God is faithfully taught and preached.  It is these things 

              which will keep the Lord in the forefront of our minds!

‘

              Because of their forgetfulness, twice we are told that they “cried unto 

              the LORD” for help (vv. 8, 10).  It is sad, but true, that many of God’s 

              people cry out to Him only when they find themselves in an 

              oppressing situation.  When all else fails, they turn to the Lord.  But 

              in v12, their cry is not to the Lord, but unto Samuel.  They are 

              looking to a man and not to God.  The Psalmist wrote in Psalm 118:

             8—“It is better to trust in the LORD than to put confidence in man.”  
              Man will fail us every time, but thank God, the Lord never fails!  What 

              a disgrace and dishonor it is to God for us to look for help in man, 

              and not in God.  We are in essence saying, “God cannot help, when in

              truth He is the best help of all.” (John G. Butler, Samuel: The Prophet 

               of Transition. p. 146).  

              Samuel, in this message, proved that God was all the help that Israel 

              needed by showing them how He had delivered them in the past (vv. 

             8-11).  Their deliverance in the past was due to two factors: 1) They 

              cried unto the Lord for help, and 2) they confessed their sin (v10).  

              Deliverance comes only by those two steps.  Israel thought they 

              needed a king, but their past history proved that theirs was not a 

              physical problem, but a spiritual one.  They did not need someone 

              taller in stature than they were to deliver them, but someone who was

              taller in spirit—someone especially empowered by the Holy Spirit—to 

              do the job (Butler, Samuel: The Prophet of Transition. p. 147).

              God is a God of grace.  In spite of Israel’s sin in desiring a king, they 

              still has opportunity to change their ways (Butler. p. 147).  Two steps 

              were involved in this:  1) realizing who God was and rededicating 

              themselves to Him (v14).  Israel must fear God, serve God, and obey 

              God.  They had failed miserably at this;  and 2) rebelling not against 

              God (v15).  Rebellion only brings more oppression.  Israel had been 

              warned now God would show them that He meant business 

              concerning their wickedness and demand their obedience.  So what 

              did God do?  God sent a thunderstorm (v18).  

(1)  THE CAUSE OF THE STORM  



1 SAMUEL 12:17—“…that ye may perceive and see that your 

wickedness is great, which ye have done in the sight of the 

LORD, in asking you a king.”
      *Words were not enough to impress the Israelites about the seriousness of

       their evil.  They did not respond to Samuel’s message of condemnation.  

       Something further was needed to get the message into their hardened 

       hearts!  So this thunderstorm was ordered to get their attention.

      *Many people are the same way today.  They can hear the message of God 

       over and over and over and it seems to have little or no effect on them, but

       just let the ill winds begin to blow, let the storm clouds rise, the thunder 

       start to crash, and they begin looking to God for help!

      *Many live their lives as if they don’t need God, but just let a little trouble 

       come in their lives or a little turmoil invade their lives and they run to God 

       for His assistance!

      ILLUS:  How would you feel if God gave you the same amount of time and

                   attention that we devote to Him?  If God put as many things ahead

                   of us as we put ahead of Him?  If God offered as many excuses as

                   we do and if the excuses were no more justifiable than ours?  If

                   God's promises were no more certain than ours?  If God withheld

                   His blessings from us as we withhold our offerings from Him? – 

                   Robert G. Lee, SERMONIC LIBRARY, p. 11. 
(2)  THE CONSEQUENCES OF THE STORM



1 SAMUEL 12:17-19—“Is it not wheat harvest today? I will call 

unto the LORD, and he shall send thunder and rain; that ye may perceive and see that your wickedness is great, which ye have done in the sight of the LORD, in asking you a king.  So Samuel called unto the LORD; and the LORD sent thunder and rain that day: and all the people greatly feared the LORD and Samuel.  And all the people said unto Samuel, Pray for thy servants unto the LORD thy God, that we die not: for we have added unto all our sins this evil, to ask us a king.”
       *Four consequences occurred because of this storm:

A. THE RUIN OF CROPS (v17).  Many times God has to take something dear to us for Him to get our attention!  Normally harvest season in Israel was a dry season so crops could be harvested on time and without loss (Butler. p. 149).  Any farmer knows that rain during the harvest season is bad for the harvest.  It can greatly reduce the harvest or else, ruin it all together.  These crops were their livelihood.  It was what would sustain them in the winter months.  Thus, the ruin of some or all of their wheat would show them that God meant business about their sin.
How much of ours does God have to ruin before we come to our sense and stop our disobedience (Butler. p. 149). 

B. THE RESPECT OF AUTHORITY (v18).  Because of the “thunder and rain” that day “all the people greatly feared the LORD and Samuel.”  Israel had problems of respecting both God and Samuel in their demand for a king.  They had rejected Samuel’s good government and they had rejected God as being their king (Butler. p. 149).  I wonder how many pastors leave churches because the church does not have respect as they ought to have for God and the pastor?  Usually when a pastor leaves his faults are cited as the reason, but the real reason many times is a lack of respect for God and God’s servant.
     I want you to notice the order here, “…greatly feared the LORD and 

     Samuel.”  This is the divine order.  A failure to respect God, which 

     means to reverence Him, will always lead to disrespect of God’s 

     servants! 

C. THE REPENTANCE OF SIN (v19b).  This thunderstorm forced out of their lips a confession which to this point they were unwilling to make.  Now they realized their sin in asking a king.  Why is it that ill winds must begin to blow, and the thunder crash, and the lightning flash before some people will realize their sin and disobedience against God?  Matthew Henry said, “Some people will not be brought to a sight of their sins by any gentler method than storms.” (Butler. p. 150).  Friends, the longer we delay our repentance and confession the higher the price we must pay for sin!  Repentance is always difficult, and the difficulty grows still greater by delay. -- Samuel Johnson in The Quotable Johnson. Christianity Today, Vol. 41, no. 11.   
           ILLUS:  A minister was once speaking to a group of children. In 

                         opening his talk he asked the question, 

                         "What is meant by the word repentance?" 

                         A little boy raised his hand.

                         "Well," the minister said, "what is it, my lad?"

                         "Being sorry for your sins," was the answer.

                         A little girl on the back seat raised her hand.

                         "Well, my little girl, what do you think?"

                         "I think," said the child, "it's being sorry enough to quit."

                         Selected, Signs of the Times, March 29, 1938. With permission      

                         from Dale Galusha dalgal@pacificpress.com
D. THE REQUEST FOR PRAYER (v19a).  Notice after the storm came all the people desired Samuel to pray for them.  They turned not to Saul, who they thought would be the answer to their problems, but to God’s man—Samuel.  They realized now that that help they needed would not come from man, but from God!  Many pastors have been in Samuel’s shoes.  They have been criticized, scorned, and pushed aside by church members until the day when the ill winds begin to blow and the storms begins to rage in that person’s life and then they ring the pastor’s phone, and say, “Pastor, please I need you now.  Come see me.  Please pray for me!”  Many times it takes a great storm in people’s lives for them to see who and what is important!
(3)  THE COUNSEL AFTER THE STORM



1 SAMUEL 12:20-25—“And Samuel said unto the people, Fear not: 

ye have done all this wickedness: yet turn not aside from following the LORD, but serve the LORD with all your heart; And turn ye not aside: for then should ye go after vain things, which cannot profit nor deliver; for they are vain.  For the LORD will not forsake his people for his great name's sake: because it hath pleased the LORD to make you his people.  Moreover as for me, God forbid that I should sin against the LORD in ceasing to pray for you: but I will teach you the good and the right way: Only fear the LORD, and serve him in truth with all your heart: for consider how great things he hath done for you.  But if ye shall still do wickedly, ye shall be consumed, both ye and your king.”

      *It is after some of the greatest storms in a person’s life that they are more 

       open and receptive to the counsel of the Word of God!  This storm gave 

       Samuel a great opportunity to offer the people the counsel they needed.  

       The storm was designed by God to teach Israel the dependence they must

       have on God.  And, also, to show them what they needed to do to follow 

       God faithfully.  These seven things will help us to be more faithful to the

       Lord.  Notice:

A. THE PURSUIT OF GOD (v20).  Even though Israel had sinned, they were to in obedience keep following God.  Israel was told to follow God at all times if they desired His presence and blessing.  The storms of life will do one of two things: 1) they will either draw us closer to God, or else, 2) they will drive us farther from Him.  If we want the blessing of God in our lives, we must faithfully follow Him during the storm and also when the storm is past!

ILLUS:  Several years ago an eastern paper reported this story: One  

            evening a woman was driving home when she noticed a huge 

             truck behind her that was driving uncomfortably close. She 

             stepped on the gas to gain some distance from the truck, but 

             when she sped up, the truck did too. The faster she drove, the 

             faster the truck did. Now scared, she exited the freeway. But 

             the truck stayed with her. The woman then turned up a main 

             street, hoping to lose her pursuer in traffic. But the truck ran 

             a red light and continued the chase. Reaching the point of 

             panic, the woman whipped her car into a service station and 

             bolted out of her auto screaming for help. The truck driver 

             sprang from his truck and ran toward her car. Yanking the 

             back door open, the driver pulled out a man hidden in the 

             back seat. The woman was running from the wrong person. 

             From his high vantage point, the truck driver had spotted a 

             would-be rapist in the woman's car. The chase was not his 

             effort to harm her but to save her even at the cost of his own 

             safety. Likewise, many people run from God, fearing what he 

             might do to them. But His plans are for good not evil--to 

             rescue us from the hidden sins that endanger our lives.

B. THE PROMISES OF GOD (v22).  Israel may have thought the storm was a sign that God had forsaken them.  But this was not the case at all!  In fact, it was a proof of His love! (Proverbs 3:12; Hebrews 12:6).

C. THE PRAYERS OF GODLY PEOPLE (vv. 19, 23).  We as God’s people must share our burdens with one another!  We need each other’s prayers!  And it is our duty to pray for one another!  When we fail to do this, we sin (v23a).  Listen, the prayers of God’s people change things!  James 5:16b says, “The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.”
D. THE PERFORMANCE OF SERVICE (v20b, 24).  Many of the storms that come our way might be avoided if only we would serve the Lord faithfully!  Note what Samuel says about service, it is to be done, “with all your heart” (v20) and “in truth” (v24).  Some give some, others give more, but very few give their all!  God wants our all, our BEST (Proverbs 3:9)!

E. THE PIETY TOWARDS GOD (v24a).  Many problems in life and in our world today are a direct result of a lack of fear and respect toward God!  Oh, how great He is and greatly to be feared!  Psalm 4:4 tells us to “Stand in awe, and sin not: commune with your own heart upon your bed, and be still.”
F. THE PRAISE FOR GOD (v24b).  We live in an unthankful world.  Even many of God’s people take fore granted the blessings of God upon them (Psalm 139:17-18).  Here we are told to “consider how great things he hath done for you.”  “Consider” here means “to observe the greatness of God’s ways.”  If we would only think more upon His goodness to us, we would be more thankful and ready to praise Him!  When Israel demanded a king, they were not thinking about all the great things God had done for them in the past.  If they had been considering His great acts, they would not have asked for a king to deliver them.  They would have instead asked for God to deliver them (Butler. p. 153).

ILLUS:  Whatever we have, we have because God in his grace and 

            generosity has given it to us. When we realize this, there comes 

             into our lives a joyful gratitude for what we do have, and we 

             are freed from resentment and anxiety over what we don't 

             have. -- Ben Patterson, Marriage Partnership, Vol. 7, no. 3.

G. THE PUNISHMENT OF EVIL (v25).  The word “consumed” is a harsh word.  It is a translation of a Hebrew word which means “to scrape, to take clean away, to destroy.”  Samuel had spoken to them of God’s grace and of God’s precepts, but if these were ignored, God’s judgment would come!  God can and many times does, deliver us from the storms of life.  But if we persist in our disobedience the next storm we face will be even more severe!

CLOSING:  God loves each one who is His and desires that they faithfully and 

                  lovingly serve Him.  But if we will not then He will send the storms 

                  our way.  The ill winds will begin to blow, the lightning will begin to

                 flash, and the thunder will crash around us!  God loves us and He 

                 knows how to get our attention!

                 Will you serve God in truth with all your heart, or must He send a

                 storm your way?      

