Titles of the sermons in the series:

Attitudes that affects our Servitude

Attitudes That affects our Solitude

Attitudes that affects our Magnitude

Attitudes that affects our Gratitude

Attitudes that affects our Latitude

Attitudes that affects our Fortitude

Message # 1 "The Attitude that Affects Our Servitude"

Text:  Matthew 5: 3

Intro:  No words have ever been so widely quoted, yet so con-

              sistently evaded as the Beattitudes.  Attitude is every-

              thing.  These statements by Jesus rebuke the prevailing

              attitudes of selfishness, greediness, and ambition.  These

              verses define the difference between outside religion and

              inside redemption.  The difference between a profession 

              and a possession.  These attitude adjustments come on 

              the heels of vs 20 "Except your righteousness shall exceed

              the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall

              in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven".  This right-

              eousness is more than "imputed righteousness" in salva-

              tion, but must also be an "imparted righteousness through 

              service.  This adjustment of attitude is the basic and funda-

              mental step to the list of other attitude adjustments.

I.  Adapt the Principle ("blessed")

     A)  A Blessed Life

            Being "blessed" is not just something that happens.  It implies

            inner joy and peace.   This action not only make us happy, but

            makes us strong.  Being "blessed" means we are on the little

            end of something big.  A "blessed life" is not just an accom-

            plishment, it is an attitude that affects our servitude.

            Illustration: if we were standing at the door of a bank, with a 

            check for 1 million in our hand, we would be happy.  We are 

            standing at the door to heaven, with an entitlement in our hand

            that will bring us all that God has.

     B)  A Blessed Liberty

            Our servitude for God must not only be a lifestyle we live by,

            it must also be powered by liberty.  We once were dead, bound

            and entrapped.  Like Lazarus, the Lord has commanded that we

            be risen and unloosed.  This represents life and liberty.  We are

            no longer dead and bound, we are now alive and loose.  What

            a blessing, "being blessed" is.

II.  Adapt the Prescription ("poor")

      Any reference to the word "poverty" in our society is a revolting thought,

      and usually brings negative actions.  But "poverty in spirit" is basic

      and fundamental to our grasping what God has intended for us to 

      have.  Spiritual poverty is the point we must begin with God at salva-

      tion, and it is the place we must operate from in service. "Nothing in 

      my hand I bring, simply to thy cross I cling".  There are two words that

      best define this word "poor".  They are:

     A)  Emptiness

            We have to empty ourselves of ego, self esteem and pride.  The 

            future with God is not the haughty, but the humble.  Emptying our-

            selves of worldly attributes leaves us ready for the filling of God's

            attributes.  Two divine principles apply here:

            1)  acceptibility Romans 12:1 applies here.  I believe God will only

            use emptied out containers.  He is Lord of all, or not Lord at all.

            2)  accessibility Once we emptied, we then have room and access

            to the storehouse of God's Word.  The holiness of God and the 

            evil of this world cannot abide in the same container.

    B)  Unworthiness

           This takes the capital "I" out of man.  This dethrones pride.  We are

           not worthy of what Christ did for us at Calvary, and no matter how 

           much God uses us in His work, we will never be worthy.  Our un-

           worthiness is a state that is eternal.  We cannot improve or exclude

           it.  We are unworthy here, and we will be unworthy there.  When we

           discover our unworthiness, we discover God's worthiness.

III.  Adorn the Power ("spirit")

       A)  Power available through Comprehension

              The Holy Spirit who resides in our soul is our power source.  He

             is our comforter and guide.  When we comprehend that we are 

             not our own, then our attitude toward serving God will change.

             Comprehension and awareness of our power source will result

             in definite attitude adjustments.

       B)  Power achievable through Comparison

             The greatest way we weigh our actions and attitudes is by com-

             paring them to God's Word.  With the light an lamp of God's 

             Word, we can see clearly how to negotiate our paths and how to

             step with our feet.  His Word not only shows us how godly attitudes

             can be rewarding, it shows us how ungodly attitudes can be 

             destructive.

       C)  Power applicable through Conviction

             Conviction is the act that brought us to God in the first place,

             and cannot be replaced in service.  At best, our spiritual lives are

             no more than trial and error.  This is where conviction plays a 

             major role in our attitude adjustment.  Some attitudes come easy,

             while others may take months and years to develop.  Conviction

             about wrong attitudes is an absolute in the Christian life.

