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a sample sermon from the series:

Message # 7 "An Entry about Safe-guards"

Text:  Philippians 3: 1-14

Intro:  Probably the most mis-understood and unused secret of the

            Christian life is the realm of praise.  I believe that the praising

            child of God is the happy child of God.  However, when and

            if we can exist in the world of praise, we must be ever mind-

            ful of the fundamental fact that we can be very vulnerable to

            Satan's attacks.  The apostle Paul uses the word "rejoice"

            a total of ten times in his journal to the "Jesus" church. While

            he exhorted the Philippian church to rejoice in the Lord, he 

            also mentions some safeguards that must be in place to 

            prevent problems that might arise.  While the abundant life

            of praise is accessible to us, we must be apprehensive in

            respect to the attacks that will come.  Notice how Paul des-

            cribes this realm of rejoicing:

I.  HIS COMPLETE ANALYSIS

    A)  There is an Emphasis on "Now" (vs 1"Finally, my brethren

           rejoice in the Lord")

           Paul uses the word "finally" to remind us that rejoicing is not

           the last realm to live in, but it is a continuous realm to live in.

           The word "rejoice" comes from the root word "joy" and the 

           root word "again".  Putting these two root words together 

           gives us the meaning of "joy again and again".

    B)  There is an Emphasis on "Nurture"(vs 1"to write the same

           things to you, to me indeed is not grievous, but for you it is

           safe")

           Nurturing our realm of rejoicing brings:

           1)  Satisfaction ("to me indeed is not grevious")

           2)  Safety ("but for you it is safe")

    C)  There is an Emphasis on "No" (vs 2"beware of dogs, 

           beware of evil workers, beware of the concision")

           God's children need to learn to utilize the word "no".  There

           are some areas that are off limits to the child of God.  In re-

           spect to these areas, we need not to debate on whether they

           are right or wrong, but simply utilize the word "no" in respect 

           to them. Paul details these areas:

           1)  Dogs (beware of dogs") this word refers not to just unbe-

           lievers, but to the most vile and God defying unbelievers. 

           2)  Devil Workers ("evil workers") there are times when we 

           must cross the street and walk on the other side of the road.

           The attitude "it won't harm anything" is a very dangerous spirit-

           ual application.

           3)  Dividers ("beware of the concision") this refers to the crowd

           that has a form of godliness, but denies the power thereof. The

           command elsewhere is "from such turn away".

II.  HIS CHARACTER ACKNOWLEDGMENT

     A)  A Summation of Self Acheivement

           1)  Religion (vs 3)

           2)  Reliance (vs 4)

           3)  Resume (vs 5)

     B)  A Surrender to Spiritual Attainment

           1)  Former achievements (vs 7)

           2)  Final accessment (vs 8)

           3)  Future ambitions (vs 8)

III.  HIS CONSTANT AIM

      A)  Deny His Achievements (vs 9)

      B)  Direct His Attention (vs 10)

      C)  Describe His Attainment (vs 11)

      D)  Designate His Apprehension(vs 12-13)

      E)  Decide His Aim (vs 14)

