Titles from the series:

Chapter 1 - Scenes of our Salvation

Scenes of the Beginning

Scenes of the Benefits

Scenes of the Battles

Scenes of the Background

Scenes of the Balance

Scenes of the Banners

Chapter 2 - Scenes of our Service

Service in the Word

Service thru Worship

Service thru Worthiness

A sample sermon from the series:

Chapter #2 "Scenes of Service"

Message # 3 "Service Through Worthiness"

Text:  I Peter 2: 9-12

Intro:  Worthiness in God's business does not come from our qualifications.

                   it does not come from our merits, education, or earthly position.  To

                   correctly state it, we have no worthiness unless it is imputed by the 

                   righteousness of God.  These verses in our text simply teach us that 

                   in order to accomplish anything for the Lord, we must comply with 

                   the requirements of the position in which we labor.  This is a job de-

                   scription of those requirements:

I.  OUR WORTHY POSITION (Vs 9)

     A)  Originating in the Grace of God ("a chosen generation")

                 We are the "trophies of grace" on display in this world.  We have been

                 chosen through salvation, qualified through sanctification, unto the

                 realm of service.

       B)  Operating in the Group of God ("a holy nation")

                in our spiritual world, we are "one nation under God".   However, our 

                country is not this world, but the country of God.  We are pilgrims and 

                strangers looking for a city whose builder and maker is God.  Our lan-

                guage is strange to this world, but is common to God's nation.

      C)  Organizing the go between of God ("a royal priesthood")

               we carry the light within us that will shed the truth of God on a hell- 

               deserving, sinful and lost world.  We are the ones standing between lost

               sinners and God.  The question arises, "Can the lost sinner see God in 

               and through us"?.  Titus 2: 11-12 "For the grace of God that bringeth 

               salvation hath appeared to all men, Teaching us, that denying ungodli-

               ness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly 

               in this present world">

     D)  Observing the glitter of God ("a peculiar people")

              men of this world glory in darkness, however the "peculiar people" of 

              God must glory in the light which takes away the darkness of men's 

              souls.  The word "peculiar" does not mean "fanatical", it simply implies

              a person who glitters of the glory of God rather than the glory of man.

              We are to be an example, not an extremist.  We are to be fundamenal, 

              but not fanatical.  We should not be thermometers, registering the 

              temperature of this world, but we are to thermostats regulating the 

              temperature of this world.

II.  OUR WORTHY PERSUASION (Vs 10)

     A)  Utilizing Our Past History ("which, in times past, were not a

          people")

               A saved person should never relate to their past with a desire to go 

               back, but with disdain recognizing their lost, hell bound condition.

               (Example:  "Before I was saved, I was a handsome ladies man")

               should be "Before I was saved, I was a lost sinner, who followed  and fell

               victim to the lusts of the flesh".  One testimony upholds the past, while

               the other utilizes the past for the glory of God.

      B)  Unifying Our Present Holiness ("but now are the people of God

          .....but now have obtained mercy")

           1.  We should show forth our praises

                    Self worth and self accomplishes deserve no praise.  This leaves with

                    only one avenue of praise, and that is toward God.  Only He is worthy.

                    Our best praise of God is to set forth what, who and where He is.

              2.  We should shine forth our pardon ("but now have obtained mercy")

                    He called us out of darkness, where there was ignorance, error, 

                    misery, sin and total helplessness, into His marvelous light, where 

                    there is truth, joy, purity, and godly activity.

III.  OUR WORTHY PERFORMANCE (Vs 11-12)

        A)  We should abstain from the Trash ("abstain from fleshly

             lusts")

                  Involvement in worldly lusts will:

                  1.  defy our reason

                  2.  deaden our memory

                  3.  darken our hope

                  4.  degrade our imagination

                  5.  dishonor our conscience

                  6.  defer our affections

         B)  We should have allegiance to the Truth ("having your con-

            versation honest")

            1.  Our conversation must be honest

                2.  Our conversation must be humble

