titles from the sermon series:

finding your peace from His famine

finding your portion from His favor

finding your position in His field

finding your progress from His fellowship

finding your profit from His fortune

sample from series sermon:

Intro:  The Mississippi river flows north to south for 2348 miles.  But in 1811,

                 an earthquake hit Missouri and the river flowed south to north for a 

                 short time.  It flowed backward.  This happens to many Christians at

                 one time or another.  Demas, Peter, Jonah and Jeremiah all experienced

                 this backward flow.  The old song says "I've wandered far away from 

                 God, but now I'm coming home."

                 In Naomi, we see the experience of failure, foolishness and fear.  But

                 we also see forgiveness, following and food. ("So Naomi returned").

I.  GOD BROUGHT HER BACK TO A PARTICULAR PLACE (vs 19)

    It had been 10 years since she left Bethlehem.  She had left a place of bread and

     blessing.  She had thought that the grass was greener on the other side (Moab).

     What a tragedy when we decide we can take care of ourselves better than God.

     But God sent someone to Moab to proclaim that there was bread again in 

\    Bethlehem.  God willl always send a proclaimer to a backslider.  She begins to

     recall and remember what that particular place meant to her.

    A)  It was a place of God's Praise (Bethlehem was in Judah.  Judah means

          "house of praise".  It was a place where God was praised and worshipped.

          A place where God was extolled and exalted.  This is a picture of the house

          God where so many have left to journey to Moab.  When a person is away

          from God, it grieves Him.  But when that person comes back to God, it 

          glorifies Him.  What a sad sight this is, but good news, you can come home 

          agaiin.

   B)  It was a place of God's Presence (vs6 "how the Lord had visited His people")

         the presence of God was real in Bethlehem.  I have to wonder how long it had

         been since she had felt His presence.  Certainly there was no presence of 

         God in a wasteland like Moab.  She was not only coming back to the place 

         of God, but the presence also.  I believe God gives space to repent.  Just as

         there was a distance between Moab and Bethlehem that she had to travel

         in order to get back to where God was, I also believe in spiritual terms that God

         puts a space of repentance between Him and the backslider.  In other words

         there is some labor involved in a backslider coming back to God.  It was 

         true with the prodigal, it was true with Naomi.

