Titles from the sermon series:

The Inception of the Sheep

The Infancy of the Sheep

The Instincts of the Sheep

The Issues of the Sheep

The Infections of the Sheep

The Increase of the Sheepology

Sample from series sermon:

 I.  Instinct To Follow

A.  The Lord - The Shepherd

B.  The Leader - The Sheep

C.  The Love - The Sign

 II. Instinct Toward The Flock....

A.  Socially

B.  Seperation

 III. Instinct About Fear

A.  The Senses

 1.  Sight

2.  Sound

3.  Smell

4.  Touch

5.  Taste

 B.  The Steps

 1.  For Flight

2.  For Sight

3.  For Slyness

 

Intro:  Sheep, just like all the rest of God's creation, are endowed with certain instincts, many of which are attributed only to their particular species.  As we study the instincts of a physical sheep, we will be able to correlate the similarities between physical and spiritual sheep.  Because God's Word refers to us as a sheep, we are impelled to study the sheep, in order to understand how we are supposed to live as God's sheep.  To further understand the characteristics of sheep, we see:

 

 

I.  INSTINCT TO FOLLOW

 

A)  The Lord - The Shepherd (vs 13 "But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were afar off are made nigh by the blood of Christ:

At the birth of a lamb, it is the shepherd who first touches, cleans and cares.When the lamb grows into an adult sheep, it's natural and nutritional instinct is to follow the shepherd.  The sheep place their total trust in the shepherd,  for they know that he always has their best interest at heart.  We spiritual  sheep should be no less dependent upon our Lord - the Shepherd.  It is a documented fact that sheep are the happiest when they are tended by a loving shepherd.  Our Lord - The Shepherd has already given His life for the sheep, and now we belong to Him. The nature of a new born spiritual sheep is to trust and follow the Shepherd.

 

B)  The Leader - The Sheep

From the moment of birth, lambs are conditioned to follow the older sheep.  This is not an instinct that they acquire, but it is an instinct that is "wired" into their total makeup.  If one sheep decides to jump off a cliff, the rest of the flock will follow.  This instinct is not just common to physical sheep, but is also a character trait of spiritual sheep. This should alert and alarm those in the church who are leaders.  Those little new lambs are going to follow them.  The question is "where are the leaders taking the lambs?  The reality of the danger of this claim can easily be understood when we remember the Jim Jones incident.  One has to wonder if there aren't more koolaid gerus out there, or in there.

 

