"The Ship Was Broken"

Acts 27:1-44
READ AS TEXT: Acts 27:9-13

INTRO.
Many beautiful poems and hymns have been written depicting this life as a voyage on a sea.  One of my favorite hymns is "The Lighthouse."
In Acts 27, we have an account of a shipwreck which took place in the life of the apostle Paul.  When it was de​termined that Paul must be sent to Rome to have his case tried in the Imperial Court, the first opportunity was taken to send him there under escort.  The responsibility for delivering Paul and other prisoners fell to Julius, a Centurion of Augustus' land.  Julius was a commander of 100 men in the Roman army.

The ship set sail from Caesarea.  The ship was from Adramyttium, a maritime town in Asia Minor.  It was prob​ably homeward bound since Julius, according to v6, was looking for another ship to continue the voyage to Rome. Aristarichus accompanied Paul on this voyage.  He would later stay with Paul during his incarceration in Rome. When the ship reached Sidon, a city of Phoenicia, located approximately 67 miles from Caesarea, Julius showed Paul courtesy in allowing him to visit with friends.  The ship sailed to various ports until a ship to continue the voyage was found in Myra.

The voyage had already faced some turbulent wind, but even more contrary weather laid ahead.  The voyage went very slowly for many days, because of strong westerly winds making sailing very difficult.  The winds were so strong that they sailed under Crete, a mountainous island, which broke the violence of the wind.  The voyage continued over against Salmone, hardly passing it, that is, almost being blown to shore by the violent wind.

The ship reached The Fair Haven, after much tedious sail​ing and Paul admonished them, "Sirs, I perceive that this voyage will be with much hurt and damage, to not only the cargo and the ship, but also of our lives."  But Julius desiring to reach Rome paid Paul little mind.

Because of that "The Ship Was Broken."  I want us to learn several things from this shipwreck of Paul:

WE LEARN:
(1)  There are Sunken Rocks In The Course Of This Life
Text: Acts 27:14-29

A. WE FACE HIDDEN TRIALS (1 Peter 4:12-13).

B. WE MUST HAVE A HUMBLE TRUST.  In this Life we can't see what lies ahead, so we must trust God in ALL! (Proverbs 3:5-6). 
   ILLUS.
 A farmer noticed a bird busily building a nest. Unfortunately,  

                the spot was in a heap of dead branches recently pruned from  

                some trees.  Real​izing that this was a dangerous place for  

                hatch​ing a brood, the farmer destroyed the nest.  The next day,  

                the persistent mother-to-be tried again, and for the second time 

                the farmer thwarted her efforts.

 On the third day, the bird finally began const​ructing her nest 

 on a limb near the man's kitchen door.  This time he let it  

 remain.  The unsafe pile of branches from which he had twice 

 driven her was burned long before the birds eggs were 

 hatched (1).

   That story teaches us two important lessons, first, Perseverance-

   Hebrews 13:13; 1 Corinthians 15:58.  And second, that there is 

   uncertainty in life—James 4:14-15. That's where our Faith comes in! 

   Hebrews 11:1 says, “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the 

   evidence of things not seen.” We must have a "faith that sees the 

   Invisible, believes the Incredible, and receives the Impossible."
(2)  That Our Plans And Purposes May Be Suddenly Broken Up
Text: Acts 27:11-20; 39-41

A. A BIBLICAL EXAMPLE.  God in His Word gives us an example of the uncertainty of our plans and purposes in Luke 12:16-21 where we read the account of “The Rich Fool".  The things we strive for the most may be suddenly lost.  Our cherished plans may fail.  
B.  A BLESSING ENJOYED.  Now that we belong to Him, His Will should 

     be our will; His way our way!  Even though we cannot see what lies 

     ahead and often the storms come in on us unexpectedly, God lovingly 

    guides through all and knows what is ahead! "If God's Will is your will and if He always has His Way (with you) then you always have your way also" (Hannah Whitall Smith) (2).  Listen to the words of the hymn writer: 

His Way with Thee 
Cyrus S. Nusbaum, 1861-1937
Would you live for Jesus and be always pure and good? 
Would you walk with Him within the narrow road? 
Would you have Him bear your burden, carry all your load? 
Let Him have His way with thee. 
His pow'r can make you what you ought to be; 
His blood can cleanse your heart and make you free; 
His love can fill your soul, and you will see 
'twas best for Him to have His way with thee.
Would you have Him make you free and follow at His call? 
Would you know the peace that comes by giving all? 
Would you have Him save you so that you can never fall? 
Let Him have His way with thee. 
His pow'r can make you what you ought to be; 
His blood can cleanse your heart and make you free; 
His love can fill your soul, and you will see 
'twas best for Him to have His way with thee.
Would you in His kingdom find a place of constant rest? 
Would you prove Him true in providential test? 
Would you in His service labor always at your best? 
Let Him have His way with thee. 
His pow'r can make you what you ought to be; 
His blood can cleanse your heart and make you free; 
His love can fill your soul, and you will see 
'twas best for Him to have His way with thee. 

(3)  That Unexpected Trials And Disappointments May Be For Our Good
  Text: Acts 27:21-26

A. THE TEACHING IN ADVERSITY.  All Christians will face adversity, but as someone has aptly said, “Adversity is God's university" --Paul Evans (3).  God teaches us through adversity about perseverance, faith, His purposes, and His power!
     B.  THE TRIUMPH IN ADVERSITY.  Paul said in 2 Corinthians12:l0b—“... 

           For when I am weak, then am I strong".  We can't always see what God is 

           doing, but it is for our benefit!  Romans 8:28 reminds us, “And we 

           know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them 

           who are the called according to his purpose.”  This experience of Paul 

           gave him the opportunity to testify to and for each to see the power and 

           providence of God (Acts 27:23-24)!  It is when circumstances are 

           darkest that God shines forth the brightest in the experience of His 

           saints. (4).  1 Peter 1:6-7 tells us, “Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though 

           now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold 

           temptations: That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of 

           gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise 

           and honor and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ.”
(4)  That The Sight Of Helplessness And Suffering Calls Forth Sympathy 

        And Self-Sacrifice

              Text: Acts 27:42-44

A. THE COMPASSION WE SHOULD HAVE. God’s people MUST be a compassionate people!  We must follow Jesus, our example in compassion! The apostle Paul said in 1 Corinthians 9:22—“...I am made all things to all men, that I might by all means save some."  We must identify with others, if we are to reach them for Christ!  That's what Jesus did, Paul did, and WE MUST DO!  
B.  THE CHRIST WE SHOULD SHOW FORTH. Christianity is Christ!  

     Matthew 9:36 speaking of our Savior says, “But when he saw the 

     multitudes, he was moved with compassion on them, because they 

     fainted, and were scattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd.”  The

     compassion of our Lord Jesus should shine forth brightly in those who 

     are His!  Compassion means sympathy and self-sacrifice, but also 

     showing forth Christ!  As we have opportunity let us help others! 

     Galatians 6:10 tells us, “As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good 

     unto all men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith.”  

     Someone has written: “I’d rather see a sermon than hear one any day; I'd 

     rather one should walk with me than merely tell the way." --Edgar Guest 

     (5).

(5)  
That In The Presence Of A Great Calamity Earthly Things Lose Their 

        Value


Text: Acts 27:30-38

A. THINGS THAT ARE IMMATERIAL.  Being in jeopardy of their lives the cargo went overboard!
ILLUS:  During Hurricane Andrew, a sign on a roof in Florida said,  

             "God you have our attention, NOW WHAT!"  Some​times it 

             takes tragedy to wake us out of sleep and bring us back to 

             reality!
        B.  THINGS THAT ARE IMMEASURABLE. To a child of God, Christ 

              should be our main priority! (Philippians 1:21; 3:7-8) Not that we 

              can't enjoy things that God has blessed us with, but that we be willing 

              to readily give them up for Him! (Luke 14:33).   God has blessed His 

              own with three immeasurable things:

· ETERNAL LIFE (JOHN 3:16; 10:28).
· ETERNAL LOVE (JEREMIAH 31:3).
· ETERNAL HOME (JOHN 14:1-3).
(6)  That The Means Of Salvation May Be Lightly Esteemed
Text:
Acts 27:43-44

A. THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD. All landed safe to land by the providence of Almighty God. God promised all would reach land safely and they did!  They all escaped a watery grave in the Mediterranean because of the grace of God!  Salvation is all by the Grace of God!  It is nothing we do but all because of His marvelous, infinite, matchless GRACE! (Ephesians 2:8-9)!  
B.  THE PURPOSE OF GOD. We see God's care for many in order to save 

     one of God's servants. Paul still had work to do for God and He was 

     delivered to do that work!  Psalm 34:7 tells us, “The angel of the LORD 

     encampeth round about them that fear him, and delivereth them.”  

     Friend, as long as you are in the will of God, God’s providence will be 

     working in your life so that you may fulfill God’s purpose!  
CLOSING:
2,000 years ago the Captain of our salvation went to Calvary shed His precious blood for our salvation. This life is like a voyage-We face storms, trials, and if we are not careful, shipwreck on the sea of life!  But if Jesus is our Captain and we let Him guide our ship, He will lead us safely to shore!

Edward Hopper pastored 4 churches during his lifetime. The last pastorate was a sailor's church in New York harbor, The Church of Sea and Land.  This kindly old gentleman tended to the needs of sailors in his con​gregation, most who sailed the seven seas.  In 1871, his most famous hymn appeared in the Baptist hymn book, it was entitled, "Jesus, Saviour, Pilot Me."  The first verse says, "Jesus, Saviour, Pilot me over life's temptestous sea; unknown waves before me roll, hiding rock and treacherous shoal, chart and compass come from Thee: Jesus, Saviour, Pilot me." (6)

Is Jesus your pilot?  Unless Jesus is your pilot, your ship will be broken!  Unless Jesus is your pilot, you have no hope!  Unless Jesus is your pilot, your ship will be no more!

Believer, we must serve the God Who controls the Sea, with their dashing waves and sudden storms, Who with one powerful voice can say, "Peace, Be Still!"  Is He your pilot today?  He wants to be your pilot; He cares for you.  Let Jesus pilot your ship!
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